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EXPERIENCE

P E R S O N A L  F A I T H
2001  -  p re s ent

I  am deeply  gratefu l  to have grown up in  a fami ly  where I  was taken to church and taught the
gospel  of  Jesus f rom a young age.  The best  decis ion of  my l i fe was when I  chose to t rust  and

fol low Jesus as a teenager.  As soon as I  began to fo l low Jesus ,  I  loved shar ing the gospel  with
others  and opening up God’s  Word to explore and discover  who Jesus is ,  and as a young Chr ist ian,
I  was given lots  of  opportuni t ies  to serve and grow as a young leader.  After  I  f in ished school  and
completed a Foundat ion in  F ine Art ,  with the support  of  my church,  I  pursued a path into fu l l - t ime

church-based minist ry  among chi ldren and young people.  

M I N I S T R Y  T R A I N I N G  
2005  -  20 10

I  was given the opportuni ty  to serve as an apprent ice in  Chi ldren’s  and Youth Min ist ry  in
Char leston,  South Carol ina.  I t  was a very  special  exper ience to serve in  such a different  church

context .  I  then completed an addit ional  apprent iceship back in  Sheff ie ld Diocese before going on
to complete a BTh in  Theology and Pastoral  Care at  George Whitef ie ld Col lege in  Cape Town,

South Afr ica.  Th is  was an incredibly  enr iching t ime,  studying Scr ipture in  such a diverse context ,
among students  f rom many church backgrounds and f rom al l  over  the cont inent  and beyond.  I  was

great ly  b lessed by exper iencing the gospel  f lour ish ing in  such a mult i-cul tural  context .  
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ABOUT ME

I  am 40 years  o ld ,  and grew up in  beaut i fu l  Sheff ie ld.  In  my ear ly  twent ies ,  I  moved to Cape
Town,  South Afr ica to study Theology and Pastoral  Care.  I t  was there I  met and marr ied my

husband,  Mendes,  and we have now been marr ied for  16  years .  After  our  t ime in  South Afr ica,  we
returned to Sheff ie ld ,  where we have been rais ing our  two lovely  daughters ,  Gabr ie l la and Lucia,

who are now teenagers .  
For  the last  13  years ,  I ’ ve had the pr iv i lege of  serv ing in  fu l l - t ime min ist ry  in  the Diocese as a
Minister  for  Chi ldren,  Youth,  and Fami l ies .  I  am pass ionate about seeing chi ldren and young
people grow in fa i th and love for  Jesus ,  and f lour ish as act ive members of  the local  church.  

Outs ide of  min ist ry ,  I  love spending t ime in  nature,  especial ly  explor ing the t reasures of  the Peak
Dist r ict .  I  a lso love paint ing,  cooking,  watching great movies ,  and spending t ime with fami ly  and

fr iends.  
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B A C K  I N  S H E F F I E L D
2010  -  p re s ent

After  graduat ing,  we returned to Sheff ie ld ,  and found great joy serv ing in  th is  beaut i fu l
mult icu l tural  c i ty .  As wel l  as  st i l l  serv ing with chi ldren and young people,  we had a great des i re to

cont inue explor ing and serv ing the gospel  in  mult icu l tural  and diverse contexts .  Th is  involved
minist ry  among internat ional  students  before we found our  home in a wonderfu l ly  d iverse par ish in
the Diocese,  where I  served for  7  years  as a Min ister  for  Chi ldren,  Youth and Fami l ies .  Th is  par ish

is  st i l l  very  dear to us .  In  2020,  we moved to serve in  a semi-rural  par ish to support  a church graft ,
with the same goal  of  reaching out  and disc ip l ing young people and thei r  fami l ies .  

I  am so gratefu l  to God for  the whole var iety  of  exper iences that  have been inc luded in  our
min ist ry  journey so far .



Thank you for reading and considering me as a candidate.
I would be so grateful to have your support with either your first or highest preference vote.

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or matters you wish to discuss. 

With every blessing in Christ, 

Anna De Castro 

General Synod Election Address 2026
House of Laity

Since 2021 ,  I  have had the pr iv i lege of  serv ing as a member of  the House of  Lai ty  on General
Synod.  Dur ing th is  t ime,  i t  has been a great gi f t  to serve alongside brothers  and s isters  f rom

across the breadth of  the Church of  England,  for  the sake of  b less ing and effect ing the l i fe of  our
loved church.  I t  has been a huge learn ing curve in  so many ways!  One of  my most  t reasured

aspects  of  th is  t ime has been to serve alongside those f rom such a var iety  of  church backgrounds
and t radit ions.  Serv ing on General  Synod has enhanced my commitment to seeing the gospel

f lour ish in  the l i fe of  the Church of  England in  ways the impact and bless  local  par ish min ist ry .  My
ongoing interest  and investment in  seeing the Church of  England f lour ish meant i t  fe l t  l i ke a very

natural  s tep to stand for  B ishop’s  Counci l  in  2024,  and I ’ ve been very  gratefu l  to serve on that
body s ince then.  

WHY I AM STANDING FOR GENERAL SYNOD

thank you!

C H U R C H  O F  E N G L A N D
202 1  -  p re s ent

I  would love the opportuni ty  to cont inue serv ing as a member of  General  Synod,  doing what I  can
to ensure the Church of  England is  a p lace where people of  a l l  ages and backgrounds are

welcomed and can encounter  the sav ing love of  Jesus.  I  am committed to l i s tening carefu l ly  and
work ing thoughtfu l ly  a longside those who hold dif ferent  v iews,  and seeking the good of  the whole

Church as we pursue our  shared cal l ing to make Chr ist  known.
Some part icu lar  areas of  interest  are:

Chi ldren  and  Young  Peop l e

Rac ia l  Ju s t i c e

I  have a particular heart to see children and young people being reached and growing as disciples for
the blessing of the church. I  believe my experience in this area could help to serve the mission of our

church to grow younger. 

I ’ve had the great blessing of l iving, studying, serving, and marrying cross-culturally. These have all
been powerful and enriching experiences in my own faith, and I would love to use them to help shape

the Church of England to ensure it is a place of welcome, embracing the beautiful diversity of the
people l iving in our parishes.

Marr iage  and  Sexua l i ty
I  am deeply committed to ensuring our churches are places where all  encounter genuine welcome, are
cherished as image-bearers of God, and given the opportunity to come to know the l ife-giving love of
Christ, regardless of their sexuality or gender. I  hold the Church of England's historic understanding of
marriage and sexual intimacy, and believe the gospel of Jesus is where all are invited to flourish ful ly

as humans. I  am whole-heartedly dedicated to serving with graciousness, respect, and love.

Low Income  Par i she s
It  is of great importance to me that the Church continues to invest and support the gospel flourishing
in low-income areas. Having served in parishes that fit this profi le, I  am aware of the distinct joys and

challenges of ministry in these contexts, and I would love the opportunity to support work that sees
thriving congregations in these areas of our Diocese. 
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