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BEN FEARN

Communications Officer

KELLIANNE MONTGOMERY

Digital Learning Designer

Welcome to the Winter edition of Network as we journey through
Advent and into Christmas.

It is almost four years since both of us started our jobs here as
part of the Communications and Learning team, and what a
delight it has been since then! As we've grown in our roles, it's
been a real privilege to hear your stories and to do our bit to help
promote them. As ever, we'd love to hear from you and any news
you would like us to share in future editions -
communications@sheffield.anglican.org

This year's Church of England Advent and Christmas theme
revolves around a single word: Joy. We know how hard places

of worship work across the Diocese of Sheffield to share the joy
of Christmas with others, and the festive season is a brilliant
evangelistic opportunity to share the love of Jesus with others.
We look forward to seeing how people are celebrating Christmas
across the Diocese!

We have some exciting highlights to share from 2025 in this
edition, as well as a celebration of projects that are taking place
and will progress in 2026 and beyond.

We know that Christmas can be a difficult time for many, and
hope you find peace, fellowship and comfort during this period.
Getting to Christmas Day and then through the cold Winter
months can feel like an endurance test in itself, but it is the story
of that first Christmas that can help sustain us throughout.

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “l am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.”

John 8:12

Ben and Kellianne

Front cover credit: Chris Ellis
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Dear friends,

Welcome to the winter edition of Network Magazine. November
has been an incredible month at Sheffield Cathedral with an
unprecedented number of welcomes and installations. It's been
so wonderful to meet and begin to get to know our Archdeacon
of Sheffield and Rotherham, David Gerrard, and an enormous
joy to add to our College of Canons with so many talented,
interesting and diverse people, lay and ordained.

Perhaps the most unusual of these services was the
commissioning of Ecumenical Canons on a wet and windy
Tuesday night. Fr Mosa Roshdy was born in Fayoum, Egypt, in
July 1971. He graduated from the Coptic Orthodox Theological
Seminary in Cairo in 1994. In 2021, he founded The Church of the
Virgin Mary and Prophet Moses in Doncaster, based at Christ the
King, Rossington. Fr Christopher Posluszny was born of Polish
immigrant parents and became the Dean of St Marie’s Catholic
Cathedral in Sheffield since 2008 and Pastor David Bussue is

an Ordained and Licensed Minister in the Church of God of
Prophecy, a global Pentecostal church, with a Black majority
membership here in the UK where it was established over 70
years ago. Pastor David serves as Associate Pastor at his local
church in Sheffield as well being the Chief Executive of Sheffield
African Caribbean Mental Health Association (SACMHA), a Black-
led adult health and social care, co-production, and research
charity in Sheffield.

The service began with the haunting sounds of a Coptic
Orthodox chant dating back more than 3,000 years and travelled
through the music of the 16th and 19th centuries sung by the
combined choirs of St Marie's and Sheffield Cathedrals and
culminating in a beautiful gospel rendition of ‘The Goodness of
God' and ‘The Longer | Serve Him, The Sweeter He Grows’. We
celebrated being together, despite our differences. As one man, a
member of Pastor David’'s community, later said in a blog post...

‘In that cathedral, surrounded by Catholics, Pentecostals, Copts
and Anglicans, | realised something: perhaps ecumenism is not
about agreement but about affection — the sacred act of staying
at the table even when our doctrines differ’.

Amen to that - and have a wonderful and holy Advent season.

A

WELCOME

-

ABI THOMPSON
Dean of Sheffield Cathedral
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Pete McKee

THREE ICONIC BUILDINGS, ILLUMINATED WITH SHEFFIELD ART

This December, Sheffield will shine brighter
than ever as three of its most iconic landmarks
— Sheffield Cathedral, Sheffield Central Library,
and Pounds Park — are set to be transformed
with breathtaking light projections inspired by
the city’s heritage, creativity, and community.

For ten magical nights, the Cathedral

will shine with spectacular projections
that bring its stunning architecture and
stained-glass windows to life - including a
special nod to a brand-new commission
by iconic Sheffield artist Pete McKee.

Sheffield Cathedral is the only landmark
where visitors can step inside and experience
the true wonder of Christmas. Our Christmas
Tree Festival will fill the Nave with over 40
beautifully decorated trees, each created
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by local charities and organisations, shining
a light on their vital work across the city.

Visitors will also be among the first to

see Pete McKee's hand-painted mural,
commissioned especially for the Cathedral.
Set against the backdrop of a school
nativity, the piece celebrates Sheffield's
people, traditions, and community spirit.

Light Up Sheffield highlights include
internationally acclaimed artist Pete McKee,
whose distinctive style will light up both
Sheffield Cathedral and Central Library,

and Peachzz, one of the UK’s most exciting
emerging street artists, whose record-breaking
mural ‘Reverie’ will come to life at Pounds Park.

Free to attend - no booking required.
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ROTHERHAM'S SOCIAL SUPERMARKET
CELEBRATES FIFTH BIRTHDAY

On Saturday 8 November over 150 people
of all ages, backgrounds and nationalities
gathered in Rotherham Minster to celebrate
the fifth birthday of the Social Supermarket
at Rotherham Minster.

As always, so many people contributed

to make it a success. The Minster was
decorated with bunting created at the
Rotherham show by over 100 participants.
Prayer flags were made to thank God

for all He has given us. The team put
together a mosaic, played games and were
entertained by the ‘Tuesday Singers’' and
hand bell ringers. Folk from Lighthouse
Homes made and served up lashings of
chilli. Makeza, a volunteer, made a delicious
cake. The Mayor of Rotherham, Councillor
Rukhsana Ismail, Revd Phil Batchford and
Christine Batchford talked about the birth
of the project during the pandemic and the
way it has grown to be ‘So Much More than
Food'... a place of meeting and connecting,
a place where hope can be re-kindled and a
place where help can be found.

Over 50 volunteers lent their skills, local
shops donated their surplus food (Tesco,
M&S, Aldi, Fareshare, Neighbourly and Food
Aware) and so many people donated food
and funds to make it happen. Partners
provided help with clothing, employment,
money skills, savings, wellbeing and more.
The team heard stories of hope, including
parents and children enjoying cooking
together, those who were feeling so low
that they were considering ending their
lives finding new purpose, and families
having a ‘day out’ at the Minster when
coming to get their food.

A new partnership was announced with
Food Works - Just Meals - which means
healthy frozen ready meals will be available
in the Minster for a minimum donation of
£1. The Minster were also able to announce
their funding from the National Lottery
Community fund has been extended for a
further four years, ensuring they can keep
up the good work.
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NEW CENTENARY PROJECT
VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

As part of the Strategic Mission and ¢ A new network of volunteer leaders
Ministry Investment the Diocese who are being missional in their church
recently received, we are pleased to share contexts and supported centrally by the
our new Centenary Project volunteer CP Team

support packages.
pportb 9 If you'd like further information, or to

register your parishes interest, please see

The Centenary Project (CP) will work ) _
our website or email:

with three churches per year offering
support placements; placing a Centenary
Project Worker (CPW) in a parish for three
to six months to journey with them in

hannah@centenaryproject.org.uk

launching or rethinking their
Children, Youth and Family (CYF)
ministry for between three and
five hours a week. The CPW will
work alongside the team of
faithful volunteers to equip

them in areas such as safely
recruiting additional volunteers,
building relationships, completing
risk assessments, setting up or
growing social media. The CPW
would work with the parishes to
ensure sustainability when the
CPW reduces the support offered
and eventually leaves the context
entirely; we would offer ongoing
support to the lead volunteers
within the parishes offering a
volunteer network and termly
mentoring.

This is all part of our vision to see:

¢ 300 new people supporting CYF
ministry in a voluntary capacity
who are equipped for ministry
and given training and support

e 21 church locations that have
been resourced to establish a
new missional activity for CYF
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS THEME:
THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS

Learn more about the Church of England’s Christmas theme for this year: Joy!

The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see
-l am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people ..)

Luke 2.10-11

The Church of England’s Advent and Christmas
theme for 2025 revolves round a single word:
Joy!

Our churches and cathedrals will - as always -
be seeking to make the most of the opportunity
December brings to share The Joy of

Christmas with their communities.

The great joy of Christmas, of course, is the good
news the angel declared to the shepherds - the
news of Jesus' birth as Emmanuel (God With
Us).

Part of the resources on offer for Christmas
this year are a set of reflections, both funny and
profound, from the ‘Twelve Joys of Christmas’
booklet. The Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos,

the Dean of Salisbury, explores twelve classic
hallmarks of the festive season - from Christmas
jumpers to the Pantomime - in search of a
deeper truth about the good news of God'’s love.

The Church House Publishing booklet

Twelve Joys of Christmas: Meditations for
Christmas and the New Year is available to
order individually, in discounted packs and

in large print. These printed versions - ideal for
giving away at Advent and Christmas services
—will be accompanied by free digital versions
in the Everyday Faith app, and printed prayer
cards to point visitors and worshippers to
them. Sample pages of the booklet are available
here.

You can find Advent and Christmas resources

for churches, individuals and schools designed
to help all ages to be drawn into the joy of the

first Christmas here:

sheffdio.org/JoyofChristmas



http://sheffdio.org/JoyofChristmas 
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People from across our Diocese experienced
a reflective and enjoyable ‘Lament and Hope'
Eco Church event at Rotherham Minster on
Saturday 18 October. The Minster provided

a space with art and music to reflect on the
damage we've done to creation, but also to
explore hope and how it leads to action.

We were privileged to have the Stations of
Lament in the Minster. This series of textiles and
artworks was created by the late Revd Louise
Carr, who was Methodist Superintendent of
the Barnsley Circuit. Each station focuses on a
stage of lament- Weeping, Protest, Chaos and
Confusion, Comfort, Truth Telling, Desolation
and Emerging Hope. The textiles are designed
for interaction to prompt and support prayer
and reflection, activities are suggested to
support this.

In Louise's own words:

“Stations of Lament is an opportunity to explore
an ancient prayer form; to experience it with

all of your senses and to be able to find places
where you can pray. It will open you up to parts
of God that you hadn't realised were there.”

Louise sadly died in December 2024. Members
of the Diocesan Environment Team felt blessed
to be able to meet her a few weeks before she
died and the passion, faith and love she had put
into this work was obvious to us all. We hope
that the event was a fitting tribute to her.

A Healing and Wholeness Area was also offered
to support people in their response to the
Stations of Lament. Revd Dr Louise Castle,
Bishop's Advisor for Healing and Wholeness,
created a beautiful and thoughtful space

for this. Visitors of all ages were also able to
participate in an Eco Craft activity led by Tony
Cole, Eco Church champion, with seeds (which
could be planted later!) and also had the
opportunity to write their own prayers of lament
and hope. Our Diocesan Eco Church Champion
Dr Margaret Ainger had great conversations at
the Eco Church stall, which displayed beautiful
Creation tapestries from Gold Eco Church St
Mark’s, Broombhill.

Although there is much to lament when it
comes to our treatment of God'’s world, there
are also reasons for hope. In the afternoon we
welcomed Bishop Leah and ClIr Rukhsana
Ismail, Mayor of Rotherham, who joined us to
hear inspiring stories of hope from some of the
Eco Churches in our Diocese. Cathy Rhodes,
Diocesan Environment Officer, introduced
representatives of the Eco Churches, who told
those gathered about their work and the hope
that this gives them.

The day ended with a service using liturgy

from the Season of Creation 2025 resources

on the theme ‘Peace with Creation. The

Steel City Choristers and the Choristers and
choir of Rotherham Minster, provided us with
some wonderful music. This included “Praise
with Exultation” a hymn co-written by Jenny
Carpenter, a long-standing environmental
activist, Methodist Preacher and member of our
Diocesan Environment Working Group.

Bishop Leah gave a sermon that reflected on
the dove sent out by Noah, eventually bringing
an olive leaf as hope that life on Earth will
continue.

‘That is why our diocesan commitment to the
Eco Church journey matters so deeply. It is not a
badge of achievement, but an act of repentance



WWW.SHEFFIELD.ANGLICAN.ORG

- and a sign of participation in God's re-ordering
of creation. Each small step - a parish cutting

its energy use, a tree planted, a churchyard
restored for birds and bees, a child taught to
wonder - each of these is an olive leaf, a token of
the Spirit's renewal. Fragile, yes - but real. They
are our way of saying that the floodwaters of
greed and neglect will not have the final word!

Over the course of the day we welcomed visitors
from a range of churches and denominations,
representatives of Eco Churches, members of
the local community and visiting football fans!
We enjoyed many interesting conversations and
it was wonderful to see and hear about different
ways that people responded to the event. The
Diocese of Sheffield is a Bronze Eco Diocese
working towards our Silver award and these
events are an important part of that work.

Thank you to Revd. Canon Phil Batchford, Revd
Justine Smith and the Team at Rotherham
Minster, and to all who contributed to a special
day. Special thanks to lain Cloke, curator of the
Stations of Lament.

' E ' '::..'-,. 2 _;-:E-...-j.._ 1.?:_
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From left to right: Revd Canon Phil Batchford, Mayor Rukhshana Ismail, Bishop Leah and Dr Cathy Rhodes 7+ iy
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NEW DIOGESAN PARTNERSHIP
WITH UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

An introduction to the University of Sheffield School of Architecture and Landscape

Partnership with The Diocese of Sheffield

The Diocese has been growing a
partnership with the University of Sheffield
School of Architecture and Landscape
through a variety of projects and events.
We are excited to continue this partnership
through the WroCAH Phd Project.

The WRoCAH PhD Project is a 42-month
project, which started in Oct 2025. This
funded doctoral research, is co-supervised
by Dr Krzysztof and Libby Culmer (Mission
Area Support Project Lead). It investigates
how churches function not only as places of
worship, but also as spaces of knowledge-
making, which we call ‘sapiential spaces’.
The focus is on how religious buildings host
and generate new ways of understanding
the world, especially among marginalised or
minoritised communities. You will find a bio
from Rhonda Allen, our PhD student and Dr
Krzysztof Nawratek below.

We are excited to get this research started
and hope that we will be able to interview
and visit many of the churches across the
Diocese. Rhonda and Krzysztof will be at a
variety of Diocese events over the next few
years so we would encourage you to get to
know them and participate in this exciting
project.

Dr Krzysztof is also conducting additional
research which you may want to get
involved with. We would encourage you
to get in touch with him directly or by
contacting Libby Culmer, our MAS Team
Leader.

ADDITIONAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Future Faith: Innovation, Space and Religion
in Yorkshire (this is 24-month project, we
are at the moment in 1/2 of the project
duration)

Future Faith examines how religious
institutions respond to a shifting urban and
spiritual landscape, particularly in highly
diverse cities like Sheffield. Dr Krzysztof

is particularly interested in the ways
churches navigate and respond to shifts in
demographics, belief systems, and social
needs.

As part of this, he will organise a small
design workshop including clergy and
members of the parish. This would be an
opportunity to reflect together on your
current needs, dreams, challenges, and
aspirations, both spatially and spiritually,
as well as socially. The workshop will be

a space for mutual learning and future-
making, drawing on architectural thinking
as a way of surfacing what may otherwise
remain unspoken.

INNATURE: Enhancing Biodiversity and
Social Inclusion (48-month project, starting
in September 2025)

INNATURE is a major Horizon Europe-
funded project, led by a consortium of
universities, city governments, NGOs, and
cooperatives across Europe. Dr Krzysztof

is the deputy leader of the Sheffield

team (led by Professor Doina Petrescu),
comprising colleagues from the University
of Sheffield, Sheffield Hallam, and Regather
Cooperative. The shared task of the project
is to reimagine the Gleadless Valley as part
of a 10-km ecological and social corridor
connecting the city and countryside.
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TEAM OUR UNIVERSITY PARTNERS: RHONDA ALLEN AND DR KRZYSZTOF NAWRATEK

I am a PhD student
at the University of
Sheffield’s School
of Architecture
and Landscape,
researching the
materiality, spatiality,
and adaptability of
parish churches in the
Diocese of Sheffield
through a WRoCAH-funded collaborative
project with the Church of England.

My research expertise spans community
engagement, health equity, and heritage.

| work as a Research Associate on

prostate cancer awareness among ethnic
minority and low-income communities
and previously led projects on diabetes
prevalence in Black and South Asian
communities and heritage narratives

in diverse populations. As Primary
Investigator for “Stories We Carry,” | curated
a photographic exhibition exploring food
histories, showcased at Sheffield Cathedral.

| facilitate Community Development

and Health programs, empowering
communities across health, education,
and housing sectors. Beyond academia,

| serve as a Trustee for Utopia Theatre,
Director of Skills Lab, and Head Carnival
Costume Judge for Notting Hill, Preston,
and Nottingham Carnivals. | have authored
three academic articles on Caribbean and
UK carnival culture for FCRE, drawing on
fieldwork in Trinidad and Tobago.

Rhonda Allen

Krzysztof Nawratek
is a Senior Lecturer
(Associate Professor)
in Humanities

and Architecture

at the University

of Sheffield, UK.
He is the author
of City as a Political

Idea (2011), Holes

in the Whole: Introduction to Urban
Revolutions (2012), Radical Inclusivity:
Architecture and Urbanism (ed. 2015),
Urban Re-Industrialisation (ed. 2017), Total
Urban Mobilisation: Ernst Junger and
Postcapitalist City (2018), Kuala Lumpur:
Community, Infrastructure and Urban
Inclusivity (co-authored with Marek
Kozlowski and Asma Mehan, 2020) and
Epistemic Ambivalence. Pentecostalism
and Candomblé in a Brazilian City (co-
authored with Daniel Medeiros de Freitas,
Carolina Maria Soares Lima and Bernardo
Miranda Pataro, 2024). Currently working
on a new book, Sacred Ruptures: Radically
Inclusive Pentecostal Spaces in Urban Brazil
(contract signed with Rutgers University
Press, expected publication 2027).
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WILD AWAY DAY

Hannah Robinson, Centenary Project Hubs
Oversight, takes a look back at an exciting CP
event in October

On Saturday 18 October we had our annual Centenary
Project Wild Away Day at a brand-new venue, Hesley
Wood Scout Activity Centre in Chapeltown. 65 young
people with 25 youth workers, volunteers and church
leaders, from 9 different youth groups joined together
for an action-packed day.

We began the day embracing the wild theme with
most choosing to wear camo face paint, joining
together for a welcome and then it was off to the
activities led by the Hesley Wood instructors. We

had 6 activities running that the young people

could choose to do - climbing, the cube, tomahawk
throwing, zipline, sledge run and crate stacking, with a
break out space offering sensory fidget toys, colouring
and board games for those who wanted some time
out (or to warm up!) and the onsite shop open which
proved extremely popular.

To end the day we had a campfire, Rachel Baker
(Young Leaders Community Enabler) shared about
the Young Leaders Community before leading us

in some worship; choosing light themed ‘assembly
bangers’ such as This Little Light of Mine and Give Me
Oil in My Lamp, Revd Tom Brown (Vicar of Church of
the Good Shepherd, Kirk Sandall) delivered a brilliant
talk using a tealight, a broken candle and a flood light
as an illustration, before ending the time together
making s'mores.

We had a fabulous day with really positive feedback
from both young people and youth workers with
highlights including: “seeing all the young people
enjoying spending time together and the variety of
activities on offer,” “everything it was an amazing
day"” and “seeing relationships grow between our
young people, and them stepping out to try new
things.”

We are already looking ahead to Wild 2026 and are
even considering an overnighter...
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DISABILITY PROJECT
PARISH GRANTS SCHEME

St Catherine of Siena Church in Sheffield, and St John’s Church in Goole, are recipients of a

Heritage at Risk Capital Fund.

Revd Philip Ball giving a talk at St Mary’s Hook

The Disability Project Parish Grants Scheme is

a new initiative, launched in September 2024,
which welcomes churches within the Northern
Province to apply for funding towards projects
which enhances accessibility and inclusion. The
funding programme is divided into two streams,
Small (£5,000) and Large Grants (£50,000).

According to the website, ‘Small projects might
include ideas such as implementing a new
supportive group for disabled people, improving

signage and imagery with inclusivity in mind,
enabling dementia-friendly church, or perhaps
training for staff, volunteers and congregations.

‘Larger projects could include structural
alterations to buildings, installing technology
such as a hearing-aid loop, purchasing
appropriate seating, redesigning the height of
surfaces/information boards, providing large-
print resources and so much more’.



Improvements to the facilities at St Polycarp's

Within our Diocese the scheme has seen
strong interest, with many keen to take up the
opportunity to make tangible and impactful
improvements through projects which broaden
access and improve inclusivity within our
church spaces. To date, 17 parishes within the
Diocese of Sheffield have been successful with
their applications. With the support of Claire
Stinson (our designated Officer in Charge

for the scheme) and others from the Mission
Area Support Team, over £140,000 has been
awarded.

Claire says, ‘These projects are a wonderful
reminder of why I'm so passionate about
supporting churches to make positive changes.
It doesn't have to be something big - often,

the smallest changes can make the greatest
difference in helping someone feel included
and valued’.

Across the Diocese, small grant awards

have started to make a real impact, with
multiple path improvements, hearing aid

loops and AV introduction being just a few
examples. Successful in their bid for a large
grant, was St Mary's Hook, who have worked
tirelessly to make substantial buildings
enhancements as part of its 800th Anniversary
Project. Upgrades included a new
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accessible toilet, kitchenette and substantial
improvements to ensure level access through
the main areas of the church. With the
implementation on moveable pews and mix of
new chairs, the building now has much to offer
as a flexible community space.

St Polycarp’s also did incredible work to achieve
a large grant which has enabled substantial
improvements to its facilities for the benefit of
all its churchgoers.

In the pipeline is a particularly creative and
original project at Wentworth Holy Trinity,
in the form of a sensory trail, which will take
visitors around the church setting through
innovative and interactive activity

points. I'm sure we'll hear more about this
one in due course!

In summary, the Disability Project Parish Grants
Scheme has made a wonderful contribution to
the continued improvement of our places. Most
importantly, none of this would have ever been
possible, had it not been for the dedicated
people at parish level whom have shown
commitment to keep their churches accessible
and open to all. We look forward to seeing more
of the incredible hard work come to fruition in
the near future.
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A GALLING TO FOGAL MINISTRY

By Rachel Edmonds, Focal Minister for St Hugh'’s New Cantley and Racial Justice Admin and
Research Officer

As someone who likes to be useful, it was
clear to me at the joint PCC meeting in

St Wilfrid's church, Cantley, in early 2024
where Dr. Sally Myers shared information
about Focal Ministry, that there were two of
us in the room who could see its potential
and feel how positive this could be in the
parish. So, it was not too surprising when,
while attending the National Pilgrimage at
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham in
Norfolk some weeks later, our vicar, Canon
Andrew Howard, asked whether | would
consider allowing myself to be nominated
to become a Focal Minister for our parish, St
Hugh's New Cantley, in Doncaster (he had
already asked Michael McGonnell).

Being moved by the Holy Spirit to respond
warmly to this possible lay ministry didn't
just come ‘out of the blue'. With hindsight
| can see that for at least two years there
had been little steps being taken towards
that possibility. From attending bible
study groups, where our then Reader,
Chris Wroot would regularly remind and
reaffirm Jesus' personal love for us and
we'd consider what scripture means for
our daily lives, to pondering the meaning
of ‘whole-life discipleship’ through reading
Lights for Christ materials, especially the
biblical passages, God was calling. | even
ended up attending a local Methodist Lent
course, Life Explored, for one year. Initially



an accident, | was then drawn back each
week by the compelling connections in
the storytelling, the warmth of the friendly
welcome and especially the homemade
cake! As for most people, | suspect, these
roots of faith could be traced much farther
back - all food for thought.

Although there followed a change of Focal
Ministry leadership centrally, an initial one
to one vocational conversation helped to
cement my instinct for change in my work
life. Whilst waiting for our ‘Getting Ready’
training, | was able to leave the very secular
world of Specialist Education and move
from working full-time to a role where the
fact that Jesus is Lord is normal and joyful,
and where | have a clearer portion of the
week available to give to church.

Working through the ‘Getting Ready’
materials gave space to explore what
Focal Ministry might mean for each of
us, to recognise our gifts and how they
complement one another. At St Hugh's |
had mostly been offering music, through
singing with our organist, Simon, but had
started supporting the Messy Church
and we met with Revd Dr John Marsh to
look at gaps in our discipling and how we
might support others to be able to develop
confidence in leadership roles.

Since the pair of us were authorised in

a typically moving Sunday service at St
Hugh's in June, we have continued our
work with the Messy Church group and
planned for and set up a discipleship group
on a Monday evening that has more than
doubled in size and which is providing a
safe space to share, reflect, ask, pray and
wonder. It has been a real joy to deepen
our friendships and get to know one of

the Messy Church helpers in this new
context. We've also achieved a grant from
St Agatha’s Fund to further develop our
new Children and Families space which the
Bishop of Beverley's Children and Youth
Ministry Adviser and her expert friend have
helped to design. Their support has had a
wonderful impact at St Matthew's, Carver
Street and we're already seeing significantly
positive experiences for our little ones too.
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We also gathered a team to help plan

and deliver a weekend of fun, varied and
engaging events to form a Harvest Festival
Celebration in October and learnt a lot
about communicating well, being bold in
our outreach and bringing the joy. Next,
having used Trussell Trust materials to
reflect on compassion and the difference
we can make as Christians with the Monday
Group, I'll be looking and learning and
building towards offering some adult music
opportunity, perhaps inspired by the Lights
for Christ Music in Advent Retreat day.
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MINISTRY EXPERIENCE SCHEME

HIGHLIGHT REPORT

MES Coordinator Hannah Grist shares highlights from 2025

Victor

Sheffield’'s Ministry Experience Scheme is in
full swing with six more wonderful participants
taking part this year!

September was move in month, where we

had a week of induction activities. St Tim's the
Vine in Sheffield gave us the opportunity to be
part of their garden project and work together
to clear some of the space for their long-term
vision of a community garden. This was a great
time of getting to know each other and seeing
some of the churches’ ministry that is going on
in the city. The month ended with a retreat day,
shared with Sheffield's New Wine Discipleship
Scheme and Lincoln's MES group at Whirlow
Spirituality centre. It was a day of resting and
teaching with the aim to look forward together
for what the year could hold from God.

In October the group were each getting

into their routines of a church placement,
theological teaching and living together in the
shared house. Each of them connected up with
a mentor, and the group have been meeting
together to eat and have a time of worship,
prayer and Bible Study together with Sarah the
warden.

Here are a couple of their highlights so far:

VICTOR

A real highlight of my year so far has been
growing in ministry with young people through
Faith explorers and Cornerstone, our youth
Bible study groups. It's been such a blessing

to see their curiosity and faith develop each
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week. I've also enjoyed our book club with

my house warden and housemate, where

we share reflections and encourage one
another, as well as Monday evenings of worship
and Bible study at home. Alongside that,

my Yorkshire Partnership study sessions in
Doncaster have deepened my understanding
of ministry. Altogether, these experiences have
strengthened my faith and sense of God's
calling.

MARK

Hi, my name is Mark, and | am currently in

my second year of MES but my first here in
Sheffield. | am based at St Matthew's Carver
Street in the centre of Sheffield. It has been
great to move into a bustling city centre. | have
been able to take part in many different types
of ministries such as the parish nursing scheme
through helping them on their stall in The Moor
and taking part in the healing mass that takes
place weekly. | am also part of the student
outreach, Scriptorium, that gives students a
place to study. | am also able to regularly serve
at the altar during the Mass. | have found great
comfort in living with others as it allows us to
bring our concerns and always have a listening
ear away from the context of our placements.
This has been great for me to test my vocation
toward the priesthood and see where God may
be calling me next.

The Ministry Experience Scheme is providing
young adults with an opportunity to try out
church ministry in a supportive environment,
and have the space to listen and learn from
God about where He is leading them. Our heart
as a team is that as each participant grows in
knowledge of God and how much He loves
them, they would grow as a disciple of Christ.

If you think that this could be a good fit for you
this coming September or someone you know |
would love to have a conversation to hear more.

Please contact Hannah Grist MES coordinator:
hannah.grist@sheffield.anglican.org
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OVER 40 CANDIDATES CONFIRMED
AT ROTHERHAM MINSTER SERVICE

Bishop Leah confirmed candidates for the Twinned Deanery of Rotherham and Laughton

A special service of baptism and confirmation
took place at Rotherham Minster on Thursday
23 October, with over 40 candidates confirmed
and baptised by Bishop Leah.

Candidates came from across the Rivers Team,
St Paul's Masbrough, Rotherham Minster, St
Thomas Kimberworth, Holy Trinity Ulley, The
Silverwood Mission Area, St Francis Bramley,
St Leonard’s Thrybergh, St Mary Magdalene
Whiston, and St Cuthbert’s Herringthorpe.

During the Liturgy of Initiation, baptismal
candidates were presented, signed with the
cross, and baptised. Bishop Leah invited all
candidates to affirm their faith before the
congregation, who responded with the promise
to support and pray for them. The Confirmation
followed, as Bishop Leah laid hands on each

candidate and said, ‘Confirm, O Lord, your
servant with your Holy Spirit.’

After the newly confirmed were given a lighted
candle, Bishop Leah said:

‘God has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and has given us a place with the
saints in light. You have received the light of
Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life!
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GAMES WORSHIP PRAYER MUSIC PRIZES WORKSHOPS CRAFTS PLAY FAITH

3l January 2026

-16:00

Doors open 09:30
S effi d athedral

Church Street, Sheffield S11HA

For 11-18 year olds

Discover more and book at
www.breathedeepday.info



The Diocese of Sheffield
IS called to grow a
sustainable network
of Christ-like, lively
and diverse Christian
communities in every
place which are
effective in making
disciples and in seeking
to transform our society
and God’s world.
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