Church in School 
At Thrybergh Fullerton Primary

	What is it?
	Church in School services including stories, worship, prayer and crafts

	When?
	During school time, 2.15-2.55pm

	Where?
	In the school hall with children sat on mats in the middle and the parents sat around them on chairs

	Who attends?
	A whole class attends each time with their parents invited to each

	How often?
	Monthly (each class attends a session twice per year)

	Who runs it?
	Planned and led by Oversight Minister Helen Terry and Curate James Gould 



	10 mins
	Opening game

	5 mins
	Bible story using a video or children’s Bible

	5 mins
	Talk using PowerPoint or props 

	10-15 mins 
	Two crafts set up on tables behind the parents. The children stand around tables to do the crafts and parents take part too.

	2 mins 
	Come back together to say the Lord’s prayer 

	5 mins
	Action song using a video on screen 

	
	Closing prayer and blessing 


General Structure

The wider context 
The Church in School service was developed in relationship with the school. Helen and James already did two whole-school collective worships each month plus ad hoc RE lessons and church visits. They recently ran a four-week lent course for Year 6, ran a stall at the school’s summer fair and led prayers at the school’s Christmas performances. In church, they lead monthly Messy Church services straight after school on Wednesdays.
All the ways they engage with school build upon each other to create one flourishing ministry which helps to grow the relationships between the church, school and community. 


A unique offering
Church in School allows the church to connect with more people. It is a safe and familiar space for the children and families, which makes it easier for them to engage (rather than coming to an unfamiliar church building). As it’s in school time, all children are able to be involved as it’s not reliant on their parents taking them to something. Also, session ideas can be reused for each class, meaning it is less work than other monthly events. 
The impact so far
The sessions have built relationships with a large number of children and created links with parents in the community. 
Future hopes
Helen and James hope to expand the same sorts of connections to other schools in the parishes so that the links lead to people attending Messy Church, Sunday morning services, toddler groups, other events - and eventually committing to following Jesus! 
Could this work in your parish? 
This structure is great for engaging a significant number of children, parents and carers and inviting them to other things you do for children and families. 
If time to prepare sessions and resources is limited, this structure is helpful because two plans can be adapted for different year groups and used throughout the year. 
If there is already a pattern of leading collective worship monthly, this could be a great way to develop that further to create an opportunity to engage with the children's families as well as the children. 

