Suggestions for leading intercessions on creation

Nick Jowett

1.

It's almost always good to begin with some praise/thanksgiving, especially for
creation. If you don't, the prayers can so easily turn into a depressing list of things that
are wrong with the world.

Resist the temptation to cover all the bases (including all the latest News Headlines!).
Always err on the side of brevity. Select a theme, e.g. water, endangered animals, air
pollution etc. or the main theme of the service and stick with it through most of your
prayers.

Avoid abstract lists, such as ‘flowers, trees, plants’ etc. Instead paint a picture of
daffodils or sycamores or earthworms or whatever. Any list tends to be boring,
whereas a vivid description releases emotions and engagement.

Don't feel you have to limit yourself to the nice and picturesque in creation (popular,
attractive animals; pretty landscapes; sun and rain in good proportions). Try also to
pray around the wild and awesome aspects of the cosmos, following the lead of the
final chapters of the Book of Job.

It is not easy to do so, but we must sometimes take into account in our prayers both
the mind-boggling stretches of astronomical space-time and also the inherent
cruelty of predator and victim in evolution and nature.

Feel free to use direct words about the emotions stirred in us by the tragic losses we
see the globe now enduring as a result of human activity. We need to be honest
about this before God, even as we turn to God in hope.

There is a minor place for confession within intercessions on the environment and
creation, both for what humanity is inflicting on the planet and for the Church’s own
past failures in relation to the environment.

Avoid ‘We pray for ... followed by long lists of subjects with no actual petition. Express
in varied language what you/we actually long to happen, bringing those things to
our Father's attention, so to speak, and asking that God'’s Spirit may turn our/others’
hearts to do something/to live differently to bring about change.

Don't be afraid of taking a political line — not a party-political line, of course, but a
prayer around what we want to see governments at all levels and global power-
brokers doing differently. Remember to pray for the work of environmental
organisations and camypaigns, of which there are many. They don’t seem to be often
prayed for!



