
Statistics for Mission



What is Statistics For Mission?

• An annual survey of attendance and participation.

• It covers the whole Church of England.

• Statistics for Mission has been collected since 2011. 
Previously church statistics.

• Data is collected through the Online Parish Returns System.

• Dashboard reports are available to parishes.



Key Data Collected

• Worshipping Community

• Parish Electoral Roll

• Attendance
• Weekly attendance during October

• Usual Sunday Attendance

• Christmas and Easter attendance

• Fresh Expressions / New Congregations

• Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals

• Additional Questions



Parish Return Online Portal

• Parish Returns Online Portal

• Collects data for
• Statistics for Mission

• Parish Finance Return

• Energy Footprint Tool

• Logins are provided by the 
Diocese



Statistics for Mission Online Form



A Church Near You Service Register

• Manually add services or 
pull services through from 
you’re ACNY calendar

• Enter, view, edit or delete 
entries, or export to a 
spreadsheet

• Automatically prepopulate 
your Statistics for Mission 
return



Charts and Dashboards



Charts and Dashboards



Charts and Dashboards



Support is available



Why is the data useful?

• Data from all churches are 
aggregated to produce a annual 
National Report.

• Statistics can help us see more 
clearly what the church and the 
community we serve is like and 
inform the planning for the 
mission and ministry of the 
church.

• Share Good News Stories



Changes in Attendance and Participation



October Attendance
Averages



October Attendance
Fresh Expressions and % Children



Social Action



2023 October Count

• Online Parish Returns system is open early to collect October 
Count data.

• Request parishes submit:
• November – please submit your October Count data

• January – please submit the remaining questions in the Statistics for 
Mission return



Articles of Enquiry

• Safeguarding

• Buildings
• Quinquennial Inspections

• Maintenance

• Environment

• Diversity, Inclusion & Participation



Articles of Enquiry



Thank you!
If you have any further questions, please get in touch.

Email: graham.handley@sheffield.anglican.org

Phone: 07874 870157

Website: www.sheffield.anglican.org


