The Anglican-Methodist Covenant

Partnership in Mission 
Developing Co-operation between Anglican and Methodist Churches
Stages in a process of collaboration at local level

Existing Co-operation
What is the geographical proximity of our churches? 
Do they in any way serve the same community? 
Is there any match or compatibility of sociological or churchmanship character between the congregations?
What activities are already being shared (between the two churches and in wider Churches Together activities)?

Are these activities that are extra to the normal activities of the churches, or are these the sharing of existing activities?

What would be a natural development of these activities?

Recognizing the Need for Healing
What, if any, are the areas of the history of each church in which healing needs to take place?

What, if any, are the areas of the history of the relationship in which healing needs to take place?
What, if any, are the current areas of the relationship in which healing needs to take place?

How can that healing be achieved?
A Forward Looking Partnership
Our congregations – the challenge is to grow in a partnership of mission, ministry and discipleship.
Partners in mission
 Using the Five Marks of Mission as a framework for building the relationship:
Telling the Gospel
Teaching the Faith
Tending the Needy
Transforming Injustice
Treasuring the Environment


These need to be pursued both separately and together, by playing to the strengths each has, and working jointly where this produces added value or confidence.
Partners in ministry
How can we establish patterns of shared ordained and lay involvement in worship – including both the preaching ministry and leading Holy Communion/Eucharist?
How can we share the ministries of Reader and Local Preacher and other lay ministries?
How can we share training for ministry?

What are the opportunities for developing new lay ministries in joint projects?

Partners in discipleship
How can we establish other patterns for helping people grow as Christian disciples?
Belonging To Wider Partnerships
What other partnerships are developing between Anglicans and Methodists in our area/Circuit/Deanery?

Is there compatibility in the plans for any sub-groups proposed for more local working together between our churches? 
(Untidiness is inevitable – but let us look for creative compatibilities.)

What scope is there for co​operation between a wider range of Churches in our area?

Being a Covenant Area
By ‘growing partnership’ in this kind of framework our churches, remaining true to other relationships locally and denominationally, can be recognized as a ‘Covenant Area’, witnessing to the Covenant between our Churches as Diocese and District. (Lists of non-LEP ‘Covenant Areas’ could be kept by the denominations, to inform appropriate appointments.)
Further Possibilities

Our Anglican and Methodist Churches might eventually form a Covenanted Partnership LEP. This would give formal recognition to the developing collaboration and place it within the wider Covenant partnership in mission, ministry and discipleship of Deanery and Circuit, Diocese and District, and the national Anglican-Methodist Covenant. 
The churches in the covenant could still remain true to other relationships locally and denominationally, but the LEP designation would open up further areas for co-operation: joint confirmation and shared membership, and closer sharing of ordained ministry.  (Streamlined procedures have been agreed between Church of England and Methodist authorities.)
Tim Bradshaw – Ecumenical Officer (Sheffield Methodist District)

Nick Jowett – Ecumenical Officer (Sheffield Diocese)

June 2009

